


“If it's worth doing

at all — it's worth

doing well”

Irelands most experienced hire cruiser firm offers you
* beth fully equipped inboard cruisers, smooth, silent and steering

to a hair.
More room per crew member—separate toilets for all cabins on the
bigger boats. Plenty of deck space in sunshine: plenty of lounge room in
wet weather.
Organised transport and free travel to and from bus stop.
Full instruction, plenty of charts and written instructions about service,
travel hints and places to eat and drink.
A hearty Irish welcome with drinks“on the house”.
Covered jetty with direct access from our reception hall ensures you go
dry aboard no matter what the weather (but it seldom rains at Lowtown).
Clear clean unpolluted water (That is not ourvirtue — it just happens !).
And wide canal.
Only 17 locks in 60 miles — plusfriendly lock-keepers.
Choice of Grand Canal, Shannon or Barrow cruising from our base at
Lowtown Haven — hub of the Irish Waterways.
Bookings at nearly 50% repeats in 1970 speak for themselves.
We'd like to meet you in 1971, so please write for a free brochure pack
to:

JOY LINE CRUISERS
18 Berkeley Street, Dublin 7.

Phone Dublin 301511 Weekdays or 302310 Sunday and Monday

Inland Waterways Ass

South Eastern E

Patrons: Dame

Acting Chairman: Olive
Secretary: Davi
Treasurer: Pete
Editors: Colir
Social Secretary: e
Press Secretary: Dere
Commercial Representative:
Action Group: R K
Lee & Stort: Norr
Basingstoke: Barz
Chelmer & Stour: John
Medway: Dere
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Thames: John
Middle Grand Union: KJ
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Kennet & Avon: RO
Other Member of the Comr
Honorary Committee Membs

Membership Secretary:
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This year the IWA celebrates its Silver Jubilee
and no doubt we shall look back with some pride
over the achievements of the past 25 years. What
we cannot do is look back in complacency, for
there is still very much to be done.

It may be that another major fight lies not too
far ahead: the letter from the Minister for
Transport Industries to IWAAC gives the feeling
that another major policy change could be coming.
I1ltyd Harrington emphasised very strongly the
efforts the IWA must make to ensure a
satisfactory grant-in-aid for BWB, and in view of
the comments in the letter we would be well
advised to take note.

We were given to understand that a Conservative
Government would return the right of navigation
to the waterways, but when our boating Prime
Minister opened the Boat Showm his reference to
inland waterways was understood to mean only
gravel pits and reservoirs, for sailing. If you
have a spare moment, drop a line to your MP
and nudge his memory.

It is becoming clear that this Government is
taking a close look at all of the nationalised
undertakings, in which case there is always the
possibility that the BWB will cease to exist!

Whatever one's political beliefs or opinion of
BWB, the fact remains that they are responsible
for the major part of the inland waterways
system and their aims are, broadly, those of
most of us. It has been heartening to see a
new surge of interest in the scheme for
developing the lower Grand Union, reported in
"The Guardian" among other publications.

Such developments may not help pleasure cruising,
but it is undoubtedly a step in the right
direction: the interest it could produce may
cause the waterways to be reconsidered elsewhere.

In the September 18th issue of the Surveyor,
Harry Grafton, Manager of the British
Waterways Board's Freight Services Division,
was reported as making the following comments:

"Something like 8 million tons of traffic are
carried on our commercial waterways amually,
and the people who provide that traffic don't
do it out of the goodness of their hearts.
It's not a tremendous amount compared with
what goes along the road. What I am saying
is that these routes do prove to be attractive
to operators, and even if no improvement were
carried out to the network, four times our
traffic could be handled.

"We are very concerned that the canals do not
get due consideration. As far as planning
generally goes, it seems to us that many

2

factors are examined, but many are ignored.
The waterways are ignored. There is too much
'Oh well, we'll have to build another roadway!
attitude to planning. In the reports of the
regional economic planning councils you rarely
find more than a few paragraphs on the
waterways, and they usually tend to write us
off. é

"What I am really saying is that if, as a
nation, we are going to reject the waterway
assets we have in their present state or the
-possibility of their being developed for greater
commercial use, we should do it consciously.
The planners should say 'We HAVE investigated
this possibility' and they should make their
decisions on social as well as economic factors."

Sometimes, however, BWB seems to get its
priorities a bit mixed. It is proposed to hold
another Water Festival at Little Venice this year
(May 20 to June 6) a good idea one might think,
except that if it is on the same lines as 1970's
show there will be almost nothing about canals
in it. To close the Regent's Canal to traffic
during the festivities is again planned, although
Oliver Turner is hoping for some relaxation
(see also page 3 ).

Another point, which affects me personally -
moorings. I am hoping to buy a boat soon and
would like to keep it on a waterway in the
London area. The Thames is crowded - as we
all know - but it is proving very difficult to find
a site on any water. BWB cannot provide
anywhere and a boatyard I have written to has not
even acknowledged my letter.

I£ pleasure cruising is to be expanded - the main
reason according to the Transport Bill that
canals should remain - there will have to be much
more accommodation provided (and it does not
require very expensive marinas).

Make a note now of the Branch AGM on March 18
Details are given on page8

BOAT TOWAGE and DELIVERY can be arranged
privately for Members- proceeds towards the
NATIONAL WATERWAYS RESTORATION FUND.
Members requiring this service are requested
to write to the Hon. Appeal Secretary, 19 Drill
Hall Road, Chertsey, Surrey.

(continued on page 4

WEEK END LOCK OPENING
CANAL

The IWA has been campaigni
improve the opening times c
Regent's Canal. These are
(and often earlier) on weeks
Saturdays and all day Sunday
we ran a number of success
for which special opening ar
and which were widely repor
and Boating press.

As a result, British Waterv
experimental lock openings,
during the summer. These
number of canal-based craft
Regent's Canal at weekends
Lee and Stort, returning to
the next special opening, us
later. These arrangements
trips to be made on one we
largely unsuitable for visits
direction. Relatively few !
craft come on to the canal
to the River Thames from
and vice versa, is still subj
closures at weekends. Despif
popularity of both waterway
interchange of craft betwee

Comparison with the Hanwel

The Hanwell flight of locks
Canal provides the correspor
the upper reaches of the ti
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Melbury House
16th December 1970

Regent's Canal Locks

"We have discussed the possibilities before us for
an extension of lock opening times and some
relaxation of the present restrictions and controls.

"I know that you and members of your Committee
are fully aware of the dangers and risks which
exist on the Regent's due to the relatively small
weirs and bye-pass channels at locks, the low
freeboards on several stretches and the vulner-
ability of adjoining residential properties, factories
workships and warehouses.

"In the past we have undertaken a series of exper-
iments to establish the time factor between the
slight opening of a paddle (2 or 3 notches) and the
topping of banks and towing paths. This is the
kind of every day occurrence at locks throughout
the country where paddles are not correctly or
firmly closed and is typical of an event which
could happen at any time. We found that a very
dangerous situation could arise (towing path awash)
in a matter of about 35 minutes.

"Clearly the most satisfactory way of dealing with
this critical situation is to improve the safety
factors for dealing with surplus water and a full
investigation into the technical aspects and costs
is now under way. I hope that the results of this
will be available early next Spring so that we may
then get on with a programme over the next few
years. The rate of progress will, as you
appreciate, depend upon the overall costs and
annual budget provisions.
"In the meantime, we are considering the possibilit-
ies of extending opening times for these locks
during the cruising season with manual control, but
this involves a substantial amount of overtime and
is expensive.

"If there are any further points which you would
like to have cleared, please do not hesitate to get
in touch."

We welcome this new approach and hope that it
will be possible to put at least some planning
dates against the necessary works and to prepare
a draft time table for the full opening of the
canal at weekends. The Board are believed to
have 1973 in mind as the earliest year for
completion. With the increased use of the
canal and the exploration of additional sources
of revenue, it could be earlier. Any ideas would
be welcomed by the Board and by the Branch.

OLIVER TURNER.

UNDERWATER
In 1969, members of Chelsea Sub Aqua Club
investigated the collapsed Greywell Tunnel on the
Basingstoke Canal, in co-operation with the Surrey
and Hants Canal Society. The club is keen to take
part in similar work in 1971. If you have any
projects in which they might be interested, contact
the Secretary, Andrea Cordani, Faculty of
Technology, The Open University, Walton Hall,
Bletchley, Buckinghamshire.

(continued from page 2)

We are sorry to have to announce the departure
from the branch committee of another stalwart -
the Secretary, Major Logan (Bill) Brown (my
humble apologies for getting his name so wrong,
in the last issue). Many grateful thanks are
due to him for all the work during his term of
office,

Fortunately, the gap was quickly filled by David
Gibson, who demonstrated his abilities while
working for the Guildford Rally. We wish David
every success in the formidable task he has
taken on.

Another change in the Committee has been the
replacement of Dieter Jebens, who has increased
family committments, by Barry Humpidge as the
Basingstoke Canal representative. We send our
thanks to Dieter and best wishes to Barry for 1971
which could be a very interesting one for the
Basingstoke.

OR
What do you do with your newspapers and
magazines? Throw them away? Why not save
them for the National Waterways Restoration
Fund? We can get up to £7.10.0 per ton for
them. You need not take them to the wastepaper
merchants yourself. Collections are already
taking place in all N. London postal districts
(contact Harvey Cooke, 75 Westbury Avenue,
London N 22) and throughout the Teddington -
Staines - Woking - Esher - Surbiton - Wimbledon
area (contact John Bull, 48 Traps Lane, New
Malden, Surrey; 01-942 0300). I£ you are not
covered by either of these areas, get details
from John Dodwell, 19 Drill Hall Road, Chertsey,
Surrey.
N.B. Do not forget your office - most have a
number of trade magazines which are heavy and
therefore valuable. Old correspondence files,
etc, can also be turned into cash.

KENNET AND AVON

There is a nasty rumour th
“Ministry for the Environme
bridges over the K&A which
testing standards will be re
headroom instead of the st:
This would probably ease th
finances of Berkshire Count

nonsense of the fact that t

navigation. The River Tha
concerned as headroom limi!
the river below Oxford and
some of the congestion on +
relieved.

The South Western Branch I
annual Easter Monday walk
past two years they have p:
Seend and this year (on Apr
carrying on eastward from |
that our branch start from
a little further west, and s
other party.

If anybody would like to arr
contact the Editors of Wine

WEY AND ARUN

The formation of the Wey :
Society, under the Chairmar
been announced. The aim «
attempt the restoration of
and Arun Junction' Canals" :
this to be a practical propo

Further details of this inte
obtained from the Secretar)
59 Ardsheal Road, Broadwat

RIVER THAMES

Two new Thames Conservatc
- Mr S R Spoar of Andrews
(replacing Capt. Munk) and `
Chairman of Henley Royal R
Sir Alan Herbert).

Also on the Upper Thames,
found to be in poor conditio
over the next three years a

Enquiries have been made in
proposals and some details |
GLC. There are to be 600
and 2 acres (slightly smalle
water, with space for 100 t
will cost £25,000.
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Ladyline the BIG
@

Invites you to view the largest name in
selection of new and used boats ®
and engines in the country at:— boati ng

Betton Road,
| «Market Drayton, Shropshire.

Tel: 3101/3102/2267.

Blue Line Marina,
Braunston, Nr. Rugby, Warwickshire. —>

Tel: Braunston (Northants) 325/216

Barbridge, Nr. Nantwich, Cheshire.
ー Tel: Wettenhall 682.

Hanbury Marina,
Hanbury Road, Nr. Droitwich,

Worcestershire. ™
Tel: Droitwich. 3002.

Distributors of:—Norman, Dawncraft, Nauticus, Burland, Dolphin, Fairline, Ormelite,
Shetland, Dejon, Cougar, Sea Hawk, Glastron, Fletcher, Shakespeare, Tepco, With, Fibro-
cell, etc. Mercedes Benz, Watermota, Mangoletsi, Chrysler, Johnson, Mercury, Crescent,
Seagull, Sea Bee.

The Boat Showrooms I=
of the Midlands “=

ルトDY Uん

G

Hanbury Marina,
Hanbury Road,
Nr. Droitwich,

+ Worcs.
Droitwich 3002
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WHAT'S ON = WHAT'S GONE
AGM - March 18th, 7 for 7.30 p.m.

"Notice to Members is hereby given, that the
fifteenth Annual General Meeting of the South
Eastern (hitherto the London and Home Counties)
Branch of the I W.A, Ltd, will be convened on
March 18th 1971, at The Albert, Victoria Street,
S.W.1. Messrs T Dodwell, J Marriage, E Pull,
D Salmon and J Street are due to retire and the
position of Chairman is vacant."

If you wish to stand for election to the Branch
Committee, please inform the Secretary by
March 8th.

Draft Branch Rules are to be considered, of which copies will
be circulated +o members at the beginning of March.

1971 RALLIES / CRUISES

May 31st - Spring Bank Holiday. River Thames
Society Rally at Fawley Meadow on the Henley
Regatta course. All will be welcome, especially
boat owners (RTS contact - John Crosby)

June BRANCH RALLY

This year's Rally will be in support of the Kennet
and Avon, but will differ in form from our usual
event.

Reading is holding a programme of entertainments
in the form of a Reading Festival. One of these,
a water festival, will be held on the Thames and
we are organising this in co-operation with the
Berkshire Mercury.

It will be a one day event on Saturday
and we hope that a cruise on the Kennet will
follow on the next day.

Full details will be published as soon as possible
together with a note of the arrangements to
enable crews to make the journey in easy stages.

In the meantime will boat owners please give
consideration to the possibilities of decorating
craft and illuminating them at night.

A really good turn out is hoped for in order to
attract the public and raise funds.

R O RADBOURNE.

July 10th or 11th - BRANCH CRUISE through the
Regent's Canal new cut and the Hertford Union.

August 13th - 16th: NATIONAL IWA RALLY at
Northampton.

8

WORKING PARTIES

FEBRUARY 20/21 Stratford Canal

Work will be from near the Birmingham Road Bridge down towards
the Basin, and will include piling and lock clearance. Extra
plant has been hired and as many workers as possible are
needed, especially bricklayers and painters. Accommodation and
transport are available - contact Nigel Stevens, 52 Redcliffe
Square, SW 10 (01-373 7231)

Until Easter, work is being concentrated on the Southern
Stratford and many volunteers are needed to finish all the
necessary work, There will be work going on most weekends and
if you can help, get details from Nigel Stevens or Graham
Palmer.

ACTION

GROUP

_

“As David Gibson has now been elected the new
Branch Secretary, we are looking for someone
to take over the post of Branch Stand Manager.
Briefly this job entails organising the attendance
of the stand and suitable volunteers at various
rallies and exhibitions. It can be a most
rewarding job and if anyone is at all interested,
could they please get in touch with me.

The response to our recent appeals for
lecturers has been most encouraging but there are
still one or two parts of the Branch Area that
are not very well covered. One of these is
St. Albans where we are having great difficulty
arranging talks and if there are any members in
this area who would be willing to give an
illustrated talk to a local group, we would be
very pleased to hear from them. Do not be
put off if you do not have your own slides as
these can be borrowed from the Branch Slide
Library.

Talking about the Slide Library reminds me that
Tony Davis has told me that it has been enlarged
greatly over recent months and considerable use
is now being made of it. On some occasions
there are as many as three sets of slides out at
any one time and this causes quite a strain on
the more popular items. In particular there is
a heavy demand for pictures of working parties
so if anyone has any spare slides of our more
energetic members at work, Tony Davis would be
very pleased to add them to his collection. He
is, of course, also very pleased to receive
slides of any waterways subject and apart from
those of working parties already mentioned, he
would particularly like ones of the Guildford
Rally, East Anglican and Fenland Waterways, the
Brecon and Abergavenny Canal and the Montgomery
Branch.

RON STAINTON

MEETING - Feb:
boats and building" An illu
Malcolm Braine, the well-kr
builder on the work of build
narrow boats. A must for
with the Narrow Boat Trust
Albert, Victoria Street, S.\

Published below is a letter -
Transport Industries, read ①
meeting on November 12th,

"Dear Alderman Harrington,

"As the meeting of the Inla
Council on the 12th Novembe
be held during Members' pre
I should like to send them,
of thanks for all the hard v
during this first 2% year te
"Collectively, you and your |
variety of interests: all of
a desire to further the ame
uses of the waterways. Bi
too well that the public mor
available for subsidising ame
limited, that costs are risi
Government has been making
grants for the upkeep of th
know you will all agree pres
challenge.

"I have seen the report on -
inspections which the Membe
made and know that member
ingly of their time and of t

"Their recommendations and
know, been studied carefully
Waterways Board. I am si
Council to address themselv
blem of preserving amenitie
waterways, by which the Go
whilst reducing the burden c
This is a most worthwhile j
know that the advice and ex
with members of wuch wide
is available to help."

Yours s

John Pe

Branch Meeting - November

It was a full house for a re
Tomlinson of the Pocklingto
Society who gave a most int
illustrated with slides about
Navigation and the Pocklingt
the number of questions ask
present, it was apparent th:
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The Editor La Vielle Maison
Windlass The Bulwarks

St Aubin
Dear Sir, Jersey, C.I.

Those Narrowboats

"The time has come when every effort must be thrown into a campaign to rescue commercial carrying",
you write - adding that if the economic pressures are too great, financial aid must be given.

Why? It is unpopular to ask this question, but maybe somebody can tell us the answer. The pack-horse
(undoubtedly picturesque) has long vanished from the downs, and even William Morris lamented the fact.
Travellers to the United States are no longer required to make a six weeks voyage below decks in a sailing
vessel (also picturesque). Narrowboats are interesting craft from a past age, but it is difficult to see
what place they can possibly have in modern transport, or why they should be subsidised.

This is not the fault of the narrowboats. Our waterways were built too small and with more optimism
than judgment. With a few exceptions they could not even accommodate a standard French barge - and
even these 350-tonners do not find things too easy economically, although they are carrying many times the
load of their British counterparts. There is a good living to be made out of commercial carrying on the
continent, but only when large craft are used on waterways of suitable scale. A German barge-master
with a craft of 950 tons told me he reckoned to be able to buy his new-born son a similar barge of his
own by the time he was 21. The cost would be about £85,000, he thought, but this would present no
very serious problem if the running profits were progressively invested.

Sadly we must admit that we have not the waterways to make commercial carrying sensible, let alone
economic. Install the cross or the grand circle and there might be some future for barges. But not for
narrowboats.

And if you want another reason it is simply this:- that no responsible young couple nowadays is likely to
want to settle down in a space 7 ft square and bring up a family in it, when their European counterparts
have luxurious quarters with bath, oil-fired central heating, electric cooking in a modern kitchen, and a
Mercedes on deck for the evening out. Personally I do not blame them.

Yours,

Roger Pilkington.

Lock House
Little Bourton
Banbury

Dear Editor, Oxon

An item in issue 90, a quote from the GUCS newsletter, has been gnawing at my subconscious and has
finally surfaced!

"Lock cottages are being wrecked and vandalised because BW refuse to sell - - - - - 1

Since taking this cottage two years ago, I have laboured with love and little else to restore it. If at the
end of my seven year lease I have to give up the tenancy, well, at least I will leave behind a home, not a
pile of bricks at the bottom of the lock!

What are we, an association of waterway enthusiasts or a branch of the acquisitive society!

Sincerely,

Irene Pain.
10

The Editor
Windlass

Dear Sir,

I was very interested in !
comment on the railway +
Eastern Railway not the:
emnity, a working union c
Committee was formed.

Yours sincerely,

Edward Treby.

The Editor
Windlass

Dear Sir,

I should like to correct a
the firm of Ian Allen Lte
several books on the subj
in their ABC Series. TI
and several excellent phot
locks on the Kennet and /
numbers of all the boats

I should like to point out
their publications.

Yours faithfully,

A Green.

CLASSIFIED RATES: 6d

54' steel narrow boat, ne
sheets on two bunks, luxu:
Apply 29 Redfield Court,

HOLIDAYS UNDER CANVA:

Camping Barges for hire c
Canal. Parties of 12 acc
Write for details to: Car

WHEN REPLYING TO ADV

CABIN
0Q25ft long, 7ft 2in beam.

Over fo s

Exchange s
Write Mr Potter, 123 Sco
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QUIZ NO 21

1) How many locks on the Southern Oxford Canal have a single bottom gate and how many have a pair
of bottom gates?

2

3) On which river did Wisbech formerly stand?

a

5

6) Where, at a lock, can a Mitre Post be found?

Where is, and what is unusual about, Pershore Lock?)
)
) What have Stanstead, Fenny Stratford, and Nafford Locks in common?

) Which reservoirs feed the summit level of the Leicester Arm?

)
In future a small prize will be awarded after each quiz to the person who sends in the first correct or
nearly correct answers. The prize for this month's quiz is a 'Windlass' binder. Answers please to
Roger Stephens, 38 Sandhurst Drive, Seven Kings, Ilford, Essex, by February 28th.

The winner of the 1970 quiz series (for the third consecutive year) is Miss P N Harris of 30 Orwell
Road, Felixstow, who will be receiving a canal book of her choice.

BOOK REVIEWS - corrected from December
edition.

Fifteen years ago Frederick Doerflinger, an
American journalist now naturalised in this
country, was taken on a trip on the Upper Thames
by our member Roger Pilkington of Small Boat
fame. He subsequently became a waterways
addict and has since cruised our waterways
extensively using, in the main, hire cruisers.
The author has set down his experiences of selecting
a suitable cruiser and planning a holiday in a
very thorough yet readable manner in this, his
first book, "Slow Boat Through England" published
by Alan Wingate at 35/-. Much valuable guidance
is given to the reader about the day to day
requirements of looking after the boat and
ensuring that the crew is well fed and comfortable.
Following a potted history of our waterways the
main part of the book describes several typical
cruises that the author and his friends have made.
Areas covered include The Fens, The Rivers Medway,

.Nene and Avon, and most of the Midland and
London Waterways. Delightful anecdotes abound
and yet an incredible amount of detailed descrip-
tion is included that will make readers wish to
explore and check for themselves. Several
references to worthwhile pubs and eating houses
are made. Unfortunately, the author has over-

12

looked the fact that the majority of locks are
no longer padlocked at 7 pm. (or has this awful
practice been reintroduced?). Whitehouses
Tunnel is referred to as Whitehurst on the dust
jacket and weekend navigation is said to be
restricted on the BCN. The photographs are only
average in quality.

These points in no way detract from a really
excellent book whose descriptive passages are
amonÿ some of the best ever written about
inland waterways. The second volume covering
the northern waterways is awaited with interest.
Very reasonably priced and thoroughly recommended.
Congratulations also to Wingates for joinint the
waterways club with a winner.

David & Charles have reprinted The Canals of the
East Midlands (reviewed August 1966) but the
price has risen from 50/- to £3. To compensate
they have reprinted British Canals in a paper
back edition at 30/- which is good value. (reviewed
February 1967).

The Gladwin & White Trilogy English Canals is
now available in one bound volume at an inclusive
price of 48/-. For those seeking a rather
different treatment of our subject it makes
informative and entertaining reading.
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Part II: “Eng
great men who

Both available :
Lingfield, Sur

Model 14/800 |
‘Capacity weight 8
Capacity length 14
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Jaint Line Cruisers
RUE DE L'AQUEDUC, POINCY PAR TRILPORT,

SEINE ET MARNE, FRANCE

4 8: 6 Berth Luxury Cruisers for Hire
on the French Rivers and Canals

% Continuous Hot and Cold Water
+ Navigation Charts
支Flush Toilets
x Transistor Radios
*Hot Showers ③ N
支4 mical Diesel Engines や き

WHY NOT COMBINE A CONTINENTAL HOLIDAY WITH A HOLIDAY
AFLOAT? WRITE NOW FOR 44 PAGE COLOUR BROCHURE

Modern luxury eruisers EJGrandUnion
Water Gipsy Services include ー

all you want afloat— ‘Water Gipsies' at Weedon offersix
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on the spot running repairs, water, etc. different unspoiled waterway routes.
Milk, eggs, meat, vegetables, ices, ITEMS Send for full colour broadsheet to:

Novels, boat books, postcards, :
and local knowledge. WATER GIPSY CRUISERS

60yds. to The Globe‘ P.H. who do meals. (Bridge 26) Weedon (tel. 763) Northants NN74RZ

NANTWICH PLEASURE CRAFT
BASIN END . NANTWICH Е CHESHIRE

New Fleet of 4-8 berth Steel Hulled Canal Cruisers
| *Showers *Refrigerators

Featuring
*Deisel Engines *Excellent kitchen layout

Write for Brochure; Simolda Ltd. Martin Street, Crewe. Cheshire
Tel: Crewe 57411-3 lines.


